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Why do we use DDD?

● Have a clear language.
● To highlight uncertainties.
● Challenge ourselves.



Example

What makes a Course?

● Material to learn
● Questions to verify you understand the material
● Students



Example

What makes a Course?

● Material to learn.
● Questions to verify you understand the material - Maybe, the evaluation 

probably not.
● Students - No, lets call it a Participation.

Can we Rename Course? Can we be more precise?



Progress

Name and 
description

Is the course 
started?



Course catalog

● Course participation
● Course progress
● Course information
● etc...

That sounds like many domains?

What domain is this? And in what 
context?



Baloo

One app/website 
many domains





Each domain/context is a service. (not 
all services is a domain or context 
though)



Many different Courses



Domain objects or 
data bags

Not everything is a domain object. 
Sometimes you just have data.



Some things we live by



Keep your own state

A service should not talk to other services. Listen to messages and keep your 
own state. Your Course is different from your neighbours course.



Creating a new 
service

Bootstrap = do http call on spin up to 
fetch missing data



Be extremely specific

Not being specific enough can cause your domains/bounded contexts to grow 
more than you want. And adds confusion.

If you add more info in service A, because downstream service B needs it, 
something could be fishy.



Testing

0 tests using more than 1 service

Heavy focus on unit testing domain objects

Most logic should be in domain objects, and they are easy to test!



Domain models can emit events

The domain object knows what happend.



Examples



Can a course be 
deleted?

Business rule: A course can be 
deleted, unless its is in a program.

We could ask program-service if it has 
any program with this course.

https://www.lucidchart.com/documents/edit/2a1cbbe6-ab78-4a07-a99a-4aa57a5335b3/0?callback=close&name=slides&callback_type=back&v=129&s=720


Can a course be 
deleted?

Business rule: A course can be 
deleted, unless its is in a program.

We could ask program-service if it has 
any program with this course.

But, program service should not be 
responsible for if a course can be 
deleted.



Can a course be deleted?



Adding user to 
group

When a user is added to a group, 
courses targeted to that group 
should be targeted to the user.

When listing courses. We could 
fetch the groups for the user, and 
then all targeted courses for thoose 
groups.



Adding User to group

When a user is added to a group, courses targeted to that group should be 
targeted to the user.



Adding User to group

When listing courses. We could fetch the groups for the user, and then all 
targeted courses for those groups.



Conclusion

● Makes us think.
● Encourages involvement of non developers
● Improves separation between services
● Sometimes frustrating to find correct names



Thank you


